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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

The drawings are objected to because tine leader lines of Figure 1 disappear, and 
each Figure must have its own unique Figure number. Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Color photographs and color drawings are not accepted unless a petition filed 
under 37 CFR 1 .84(a)(2) is granted. Any such petition must be accompanied by the 
appropriate fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(h), three sets of color drawings or color 
photographs, as appropriate, and, unless already present, an amendment to include the 
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following language as the first paragraph of the brief description of the drawings section 
of the specification: 

The patent or application file contains at least one drawing executed in color. Copies of this patent or 
patent application publication with color drawing(s) will be provided by the Office upon request and 
payment of the necessary fee. 

Color photographs will be accepted if the conditions for accepting color drawings 
and black and white photographs have been satisfied. See 37 CFR 1 .84(b)(2). 
Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent 
and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the 
patent is of a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the 
abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an 
improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should 
include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly 
those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use 
thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of 
the invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 
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Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it fails to define the claimed 
invention. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: Irrigation Connectors. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 9-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In regards to claims 9-28, the Examiner is completely confused as to what 
Applicant's claimed invention might be. Applicant claims a "method of manufacturing 
fitting according to individual customer demand"; however, the Examiner is completely 
confused as to what Applicant's claimed invention might be. How is the customer 
demand determined? Who are the customers? How many customers determine the 
demand; two, three, one thousand? 
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Applicant claims a "method of providing an inventory of made-to-demand fittings"; 
however, the Examiner is completely confused as to what Applicant's claimed invention 
might be. How is the made-to-demand determined? What exactly does "made-to- 
demand" mean? 

Applicant claims a "made-to-demand fitting"; however, the Examiner is 
completely confused as to what Applicant's claimed invention might be. How is the 
made-to-order demand determined? What exactly does "made-to-demand" mean? 

Applicant claims an "inventory for made-to-demand fitting"; however, the 
Examiner is completely confused as to what Applicant's claimed invention might be. 
How is the made-to-order demand determined? What exactly does "inventory" mean, is 
there some type of warehouse implied? 

Regarding claims 17, 18, and 21-25, the phrases "male or female type", "insert- 
type", "first type" and "second type" render the claim(s) indefinite because the claim(s) 
include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by "male or female 
type", "insert-type", "first type" and "second type"), thereby rendering the scope of the 
claim(s) unascertainable. 

Regarding claim 11 , the phrase "and/or" renders the claim(s) indefinite because 
the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by 
"and/or"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-9, 11, 12, and 14-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US patent 6547159, Westby. 

In regards to claim 1 , Westby discloses a kit for agricultural and landscape 
irrigation fittings ready made according to demand comprising: a plurality of basic parts 
including: a common body having a plurality of joints; and a plurality of different types of 
termination fittings, wherein the plurality of basic parts can be assembled together in 
various combinations to form a multiplicity of distinct complete connectors, and wherein 
, the common body is adapted to be readily and permanently connected to one of the 
termination fittings at one of the plurality of joints. 

In regards to claim 2, Westby discloses said common body has one or more 
variations including: a T-body; a 90 degree elbow body; a swivel hose body; or a ball 
valve body. 

In regards to claim 3, Westby discloses the plurality of basic parts further include: 
a one-half inch male pipe thread (MPT) termination fitting; a three-quarter inch MPT 
termination fitting; or a three-quarter inch male hose thread (MHT) termination fitting. 

In regards to claim 4, Westby discloses the common body has male ports. 

In regards to claim 5, Westby discloses the plurality of basic parts are adapted to 
be assembled by sonic welding. 

In regards to claim 6, Westby discloses the plurality of basic parts further include: 
a tee with hub base for female threaded hose swivel; a .250" barbed termination fitting; 
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a .400" barbed termination fitting; a .700" barbed termination fitting; a one-half inch pipe 
spigot termination fitting; a one-half inch pipe socket termination fitting; a three-quarter 
inch pipe socket termination fitting; or a three-quarter inch ball valve body. 

In regards to claim 7, Westby discloses the termination fittings are a compression 
type for tubing. 

In regards to claim 8, Westby discloses the termination fittings are an insert type. 

In regards to claim 9, Westby discloses a method of manufacturing fittings 
according to individual customer demand suitable for agricultural and irrigation 
applications, comprising the steps of: providing a plurality of basic parts including a 
common body, and a plurality of termination fittings; and assembling the basic parts in 
various combinations to form a multiplicity of distinct complete connectors, wherein the 
common body has a plurality of joints adapted to be readily and permanently connected 
to at least one other basic part. 

10 0 0 X ' 0 \ 0 . .Vvv. -^v; ^ \ 0 as in C~, claim 
9 ap. aLfurt'"i>. v^o.^v - >^ " .^9 t^o jrts to at least one joint of the 
common body together. 

In regards to claim 1 1 , Westby discloses providing the plurality of basic parts 
comprises providing the common body with has-one or more variations, including a T- 
body, an elbow body, a swivel hose body, and/or a ball valve body. 

In regards to claim 12, Westby discloses providing additional basic parts 
including a tee with hub base for female threaded hose swivel, aO.250'~ barbed 
termination fitting; a 0.400" barbed termination fitting, a 0.700" barbed termination fitting. 
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a one-half inch pipe spigot termination fitting, a one-half inch pipe socket termination 
fitting, a three-quarter inch pipe socket termination fitting; or a three- quarter inch ball 
valve body. 

in regards to claim 13, Westby discloses the assembling step is performed using 

In regards to claim 14, Westby discloses a method of providing an inventory of 
made-to-demand fittings suitable for agricultural and irrigation applications, comprising: 
providing a common body with at least two ports, according to demand; providing a 
plurality of different termination fittings that are selected according to demand; and 
permanently coupling-the selected ones of the plurality of the different termination 
fittings to the common body or coupling other ones of the different selected termination 
fittings together according to demand to form a fluid-tight seal between them and to 
provide a completed connector. 

In regards to claim 15, Westby discloses providing the common body comprises 
selectively providing a T-body, elbow body, swivel hose body, or ball valve body 
according to demand. 

In regards to claim 16, Westby discloses providing selected termination fittings 
according to demand comprises selectively providing threaded, barbed or spigot 
termination fittings of selected sizes, hose swivel fittings of selected sizes, pipe socket 
termination fittings of selected sizes, ball valve bodies of selected sizes, or tubing 
compression or insert-type termination fittings, each according to demand to couple to 
the common body. 
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In regards to claim 17, Westby discloses providing the common body comprises 
providing provides a body with ports of a first one of a male or female type, and where 
providing the selected termination fittings comprises providing termination fittings of a 
second one of a male or female type, opposite to the first type. 

In regards to claim 18, Westby discloses providing a common body with ports of 
a first one of a male or female type comprises providing a common body with male type 
ports, and where providing termination fittings of a second one of a male or female type 
comprises providing termination fittings of a female type. 

In regards to claim 19, Westby discloses made-to-demand fitting suitable for 
agricultural and irrigation applications comprising: a common body with at least two 
ports, which ports lack termination fittings; and termination fittings selected according to 
demand coupled to the common body to form a fluid-tight seal thereto, wherein each of 
the ports is adapted to be readily and permanently coupled to a selected termination 
fitting. 

In regards to claim 20, Westby discloses the common body comprises a multiple 
port manifold selected according to demand. 

In regards to claim 21 , Westby discloses the selected termination fittings 
comprise threaded, barbed or spigot termination fittings of selected sizes, hose swivel 
termination fittings of selected sizes, pipe socket termination fittings of selected sizes, 
ball valve bodies of selected sizes, or tubing compression or insert-type termination 
fittings, each selected according to demand. 
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In regards to claim 22, Westby discloses the common body has ports of a first 
one of a male or female type, and where the selected termination fittings for coupling to 
the common body have a second one of a male or female type, opposite to the first 
type. 

In regards to claim 23, Westby discloses the ports are male type ports, and the 
termination fittings are of a female type. 

In regards to claim 24, Westby discloses made-to-demand fitting suitable for 
agricultural and irrigation applications as an adapter comprising: a male termination 
fitting of a first type selected according to demand; and a female termination fitting of a 
second type different from the first type selected according to demand, the male and 
female termination fittings being adapted to be readily and permanently coupled 
together to form a fluid-tight seal thereto. 

In regards to claim 25, Westby discloses the first type of fittings is a compression 
fitting and where the second type of fitting is an insert fitting. 

In regards to claim 26, Westby discloses an inventory for made-to-demand 
fittings suitable for agricultural and irrigation applications comprising: a plurality of 
different types of common bodies, each with at least two ports, the different types of 
common bodies being selected according to demand; and a plurality of different sizes 
and types of termination fittings, the different sizes and types of termination fittings 
being selected according to demand, whereby permanently coupling selected ones of 
the plurality of the different sizes and types of termination fittings to selected ones of the 
plurality of common bodies according to demand, or coupling other selected ones of the 
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different sizes and types of termination fittings together according to demand to 
provides a plurality of different completed fittings with minimal tooling and inventory. 

In regards to claim 27, Westby discloses the plurality of different types of 
common bodies comprises ones selected from the group consisting of a T-body, an 
elbow body, a swivel hose body, and/or a ball valve body. 

In regards to claim 28, Westby discloses the plurality of different sizes and types 
of termination fittings comprises ones selected from the group consisting of threaded, 
barbed or spigot termination fittings of selected sizes, hose swivel fittings of selected 
sizes, pipe socket termination fittings of selected sizes, ball valve bodies of selected 
sizes, or tubing compression or insert-type termination fittings of selected sizes. 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron M. Dunwoody whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/Aaron M Dun woody/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 



